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F O U N D A T I O N

ix. lleviating pove�y, creating A

 employment and engendering 

 socio-economic growth

x. Rejuvenating the society and 

 reviving the lost glory and dignity 

 of the ummah

xi. uppo�ing one's family by S

 providing for them a sustainable 

 source of funding for their 

 education, health care, feeding 

 and other needs

xii. ven for the donor, he can bene�t from his waqf as a bene�ciary. E

The following statement beautifully encapsulates 
the grand bene�ts of the WAQF system:
In the O�oman period, thanks to the prodigious development of the 

waqf, a person can be born in a house belonging to a waqf, sleep in a 

cradle provided by the waqf, be educated in the school of the waqf, 

and read the books provided by it, become a teacher in the waqf 

school, earn a waqf-�nanced salary and at his death be placed in a 

waqf-provided co�n for burial in a waqf cemetery. In sho�, it was 

possible to meet all one's needs through goods and services 

immobilized as a waqf".  

WHO SHOULD MAKE A WAQF?
Waqf can be made by a man or woman, rich and poor, Muslim or 

non-muslim. The endower has to be sane, mature and a free man. 

He or she must make it out of his or her own volition, not under 

duress. He or she must be the righ�ul owner of the prope�y.

HOW CAN I MAKE A WAQF?
Use any of these formulas and become a waqf donor

i.  Dedicate ce�ain po�ion of your   

 regular income (like 1% or 2%) to a

 waqf fund 

ii. Donate a lump sum amount once 

 or at intervals 

i   ii. Dedicete an asset (e.g, land, shop, 

 vehicle, jewelries, orchard) as a 

 waqf.

iv.  Plant a three, especially a fruits -

 bearing one, and dedicate its 

 yield as waqf.

v. Make a will pa� of your wealth 

 (not more than 1/3) for waqf.

vi. Buy shares or sukuk and dedicate 

 them as waqf.

FOR WHOM SHOULD I MAKE A WAQF? 
Waqf is created to suppo� any good cause that impa�s general 

welfare. 

You can make a waqf for the bene�t of the poor, the needy, orphans, 

and widows. You can also make it for students or scholars. Waqf can 

be made for the provision of scholarships, purchase, and free 

distribution of copies of the Qur'an, scholars, or payment of the 

salaries of imams, you can make waqf for the suppo� of the 

education or healthcare of your family and relatives. You can also 

establish a waqf to sustain the environment and for the welfare of 

animals, birds, and so on.  

WHEN CAN I MAKE A WAQF?
The best time to make a waqf is NOW!

WHERE CAN I GET GUIDANCE ON WAQF?
For guidance on how to make waqf, contact Islamic philanthropic 

foundations. You can for instance contact zakkah and waqf 

foundation (ZAWFOG) for guidance or to make a waqf donation 

which will then be managed by the foundation for various welfare 

and socio-economic empowerment projects.
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INTRODUCTION
All praise is due Allah, May His salutations are upon Prophet 

Muhammad (peace be upon him). My dear brother/sister! You are 

now embarking on a 3 minutes course on Islam's most impo�ant 

socio-economic institution; the WAQF institution. Spare your time 

and read this carefully. Please! Also, share the message with family 

and friends. More impo�antly, put the knowledge into practice. 

May Allah bless your e�o�s.

WHAT IS WAQF?
WAQF (plural: awqaf) means Islamic endowment. it means a 

perpetual charity (sadaqh jariyah) or everlasting charity, whereby 

the owner of an asset declares it inalienable so that its bene�ts or 

revenues go to his appointed bene�ciaries. The object must be 

something approved by the shariah. Awqaf prope�y can not be 

sold, gi�ed out, mo�gaged, or inherited by the heirs of the waqf 

donor. However, the Maliki school allows temporary waqf which 

reve�s to the owner a�er a speci�ed period.

WAQF is the most impac�ul, e�ective, sustainable, dynamic, and 

enduring Islamic socio-economic institution. Historically, it has 

been used in di�erent Muslim countries as the sole �nancier of 

education, healthcare delivery, technological advancement, and 

other essential public goods. Currently, it is used, along with zakah, 

as a powe�ul tool for pove�y reduction and socio-economic 

empowerment across the Muslim world.

In 2014, the Islamic Development Bank repo�ed that the value of 

waqf assets globally was estimated in the range of USD 100 billion 

to USD 1 trillion, and, over 1/3 of the cultivable lands in Muslim 

countries are waqf lands.   

WHAT IS THE SHARI'AH BASIS OF WAQF?
The most widely quoted evidence for waqf is the hadith in which 

Abu Huraira (Allah be pleased with him) repo�ed Allah's 

Messenger(peace be upon him) as saying: "When the son of Adam 

dies, all his acts come to an end but three; recurring charity, or 

knowledge(by which people) bene�t, or a pious son, who prays for 

him(for the deceased) "(Sahih Muslim, Hadith no.1631).

WHAT PROPERTY CAN I DONATE AS WAQF?
Waqf is founded using any type of lawful asset that has durability 

that cannot be easily depleted and is capable of creating a 

continuous �ow of bene�ts. Examples of waqf able assets include 

farmland, garden, shopping mall, vehicle, real estate, plazas, sharia-

compliant hotels, or any �xed asset that can either be used directly 

or generate revenues for the welfare and empowerment of people 

and communities, or the suppo� of religious activities like masajid. 

You can also make waqf of cash, stocks/shares, or intellectual 

prope�y.

WHY WAQF?
The wisdom behind waqf is best explained by the fact that it was 

proposed by the Prophet peace be upon him to Umar Ibn Al-

Kha�ab when he consulted him on what to do with the most 

precious prope�ies in his life. And he (the Prophet peace be upon 

him) advised him to use the prope�ies as waqf (Sahih Al-Bukhari, 

hadith no. 2772). Waqf has several bene�ts. For example, it draws 

the endower closer to Allah, a�racts blessings for his wealth, and 

generates everlasting reward for him. Fu�hermore, waqf provides 

a sustainable source of funding for projects and programs that have 

a direct bearing on the empowerment of people and communities. 

Reviving waqf means a revival of a long-held, but neglected 

Sunnah.

Speci�cally, WAQF serves the following purposes 
among others:
i.  Drawing the donor closer to Allah

ii.  Creating an everlasting source  

 of reward for the waqf donor

iii.  Generating sustainable �ow or 

 bene�ts to individuals and  

 society

iv.  Building a reliable stream of 

 investable funds for addressing 

 socio-economic problems

v.  Suppo�ing and enhancing  

 religious practices through 

 dependable sources of founding

vi.  Creating a means for building 

 and maintenance of religious 

 institutions

vii. Empowering the society 

 educationally, economically, 

 technologically and socio-

 politically

viii. Generating sustainable founding 

 ifor rel gious, philanthropic, 

 humanitarian and developmental 

 purposes
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